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Since its founding in 1890, there has never been a more
costly, impressive or necessary addition to Whitworth
College than the Eric Johnston Science Center. It is the
feeling of our editorial staff that all friends of Whitworth
College desire to 'know as much as possible about the
building, the events surrounding its dedication and opening, and the Science Division. With this in mind, we are
sending you the entire dedication program. No doubt,
you too, mourn with us the loss of one of Whitworth's
most widely known figures, Dr. John A. LaCoste (inside
back cover) .
THE

COVER

Whitworth's
long-awaited
moment
arrived
October
1
when the keys to the Eric
Johnston Science Center were
handed by Mrs. Eric Johnston to Whitworth
president
Dr. Mark L. Koehler. Others
attending the impressive dedication ceremonies were, left
to right, Spokane Mayor Neal
Fosscen;
Jon
Freeberg,
ASWC president;
Sherman
Barnes, Selkirk Construction;
Jack Geraghty,
Spokane
County
commissioner;
Mrs.
William Fix and Mrs. Elizabeth Butler, Johnston daughters; and Dwight
Calkins,
Spokane Chamber
of Commerce president
and former
student.

In JVtemorfam

ber. He became chairman of the federal Committee for
International Economic Growth and later in 1951administrator of the Economic Stabilization Agency. He had
served his country in World War I and again as the second world conflict came he was called again to give of
his time and effort. As a member of the War Manpower
Commission's Management-Labor Policy Committee; the
State Department's Postwar Economic Foreign Policy
Committee; the War Production Board Advisory Committee for Civilian Policy; the War Mobilization and Reconversion Advisory Board; and chairman of the InterAmerican

Economic

Development

Commission,

he gave

his talents.
A "globetrotter for three presidents," he was called in
1953 by President Eisenhower as a persenal representative to advance a program in the Near East for the unified
development of the Jordan River. For this service he was
given the title of ambassador.

ERIC

A.

1895-1963

JOHNSTON

"Beaten paths are for beaten men," so Eric Johnston
believed.
Eric A. Johnston, businessman, diplomat, soldier,
writer and foremost a leader, did not choose the beaten
path. The ardent champion of the capitalist system stood
as a living symbol of the free enterprise system and a
way of life which others promised but only America could
give. The road to fame and fortune for tric Johnston was
one he pioneered himself. He earned his way through
high school and college never afraid of hard wark. Told
to stay out of doors for health reasons he became a doorto-door salesman. His philosophy of success described
as "the familiar

American

mixture of robust striving, bold

The business community also wished the services of
the Businessman as he was appointed director of the
Bank of America, San Francisco; Seattle-First National
Bank, Seattle; American Security and Trust Co., Washington D.C.; Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, Mass.; United Airlines, Chicago; Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, Seattle; Olympia Steamship Company, Seattle; McCormick and Company, Baltimore, Md.; and other companies.
His selection as president of the Motion Picture Association of America in 1945 made him world reknowned.
Here he brought the principles of liberty and freedom to
the world of film in his never ending battle against censorship. He believed the motion picture to be one of
America's greatest ambassadors and his eloquent formal
and conference table addresses led thousands of hearers
to think better of the United States, and ponder what
they personally could do to aid his cause.
The nearly 68 years of Eric Johnston's life earned him
He was hailed as "one of America's out-

many titles.

standing public citizens"

and won the admiration

risks, self-assurance and good luck" were to lead him to
become

and great dedication to the cause of peace." His two
books, America Unlimited and We're Allin It, express this
devotion to safeguarding the American System.

America's

most eloquent

salesman.

The

door

opened for him in 1942when a revolt in the United States
Chamber of Commerce brought him and his liberal Republican views to the presidency of America's greatest
business organization.
Eric Johnston served four successive

as possessing

of many

foreign dignitaries

"great diplomatic

skill

The Eric Johnston Science Center is dedicated to a
man not afraid to begin new roads in the business fron-

one-year terms,

unprecedented in that position, as President of the Cham-

tier. This Center shall also be dedicated to the exploring
of unbeaten paths in the scientific frontier.

Tlie Pr~rram

DEDICATION

President Mark L. Koehler
Presiding

GREETINGS

The Honorable Neal Fosseen
Mayor of Spokane
Mr. John Geraghty
Spokane County Commissioner
Mr. Dwight Calkins
President, Spokane Chamber of Commerce
Congressman Thomas Foley
U. S. Representative 5th District
Mr. Jon Freeberg
President, Whitworth Student Body

PRESENTATION

OF

BUILDING

Selkirk Construction Co.
General Contractor
Mr. John Molander
Architect
Mrs. Eric Johnston
President Koehler
Dr. Edwin Olson
Chairman of Science Division

DEDICATION

OPENING

OF

PRAYER

Professor William Wilson
Former Chairman of Science Division

BUILDING

The daughters of Eric A. Johnston
Mrs. William Fix
Mrs. Elizabeth Butler

"To the glory of God, the search for knowledge and the memory of a distinguished citizen."

-~----------------------!!!!!!!!!!_-

DEDICATION

ADDRESS

Dr. Ralph T. Overman, consulting physicist
Oak Ridge, Tennessee
"Half-gods and Whole Men"
Cowles Auditorium, 10,00a.m.

SYMPOSIUM

FRONTIERS

Friday

IN

SCIENCE

Dr. George O. Abeil, astronomer

September

30

University of California at Los Angeles
"The Bizarre New Astronomy"
Cowles Auditorium, 2,00 p.m.
Dr. Wiiliam R. Wiley, research biologist
Batteile-Northwest, Richland
"Control of Ceil Structure and Function"
Cowles Auditorium, 3,15 p.rn.

Dr. Calvin A. VanderWerf, president

Saturday
October

Hope Coilege, Hoiland, Michigan

1

"Is SCience Here To Stay?"
Cowles Auditorium, 8,00 p.m.

OPEN

HOUSE

September 30, foilowing afternoon lectures
October 1, foilowing ceremonies

DEDICATION

COMMITTEE

Dr. Edwin A. Olson, chairman
Dr. Robert S. Winniford
Mr. William G. Wilson
Dr. Howard M. Stien

PrOJre55 In Saence

INSTRUCTION,

RESEARCH

BUILDING

Beginning in 1957with a modest grant of $2600from
the Research Corporation toward the support of a project
entitled, "Molecular and Crystal Structure Determinations Using X-Ray Diffraction Techniques," the Science
Division of Whitworth College has received over $280,685
for the support of faculty and student research, the purchase of scientific

equipment

and the improvement of

instruction. In addition to the Research Corporation, gen-

CONSTRUCTION

Soon after Whitworth College was moved from Tacoma to Spokane in 1914, the administration and the
Board of Trustees started to plan for a separate science
building. A local architect prepared at least three drafts
of plans for the proposed building, designed to accommodate a student body of 500. An artist's conception of
the three-story brick structure appeared in an issue of
the Spokesman-Review and the accompanying story in-

erous support has been received from the Atomic Energy

dicated that construction was imminent. However, almost

Commission, the National Institute of Health, the Petroleum Research Fund of the American Chemical Society
and the National Science Foundation.

a third of a century was to pass before the science depart-

Faculty research projects have included such diverse

problems as, the classification of flora of the Northwest,
a study of plant hormones on the growth of algae for food
purposes, studies of the catalysis of organic reactions
useful in the synthesis of new chemicals, an analysis of

the techniques of radiocarbon dating of tree rings, and
studies of the constitution of asphaltenes (commonly
present in roofing and paving tars).

A number of undergraduates have shared in the research projects under the guidance of the faculty. One
such student who prepared and published an honors
thesis while at Whitworth College now has his M.D. and
currently is undertaking a residency in surgery in a lead-

ing hospital. Other students have read papers before
regional technical society meetings such as those spon-

sored by the American Chemical Society. Many have
gone on into graduate work leading to the Ph.D degree in
chemistry, mathematics, biology and physics. During the
summers of 1961-63over fifty high school science students participated

ments were to have their own building.

During
Whitworth
Hall, with
physics in
1927 the

most of that time the science laboratories at
were housed in the basement of Ballard
chemistry at the west end and biology and
the east section. But for eight months during
departments had to abandon even these

cramped quarters.

During the early morning hours of March 8 of that year,
fire destroyed Ballard Hall and, along with it, the science
labs, all the equipment, and the biological specimens.
The science departments moved into the basement of the
new Ballard Hall after its completion in November, 1927,
and resumed their former locations.

An enrollment crisis in 1944forced the biology department out of Ballard into somewhat better quarters in
McMillan basement. This move was made possible by the
removal of the dining facilities from McMillan to the
newly-completed Dining Hall.
With rapidly increasing enrollments in the offing,
President Frank F. Warren knew that nothing less than a

in the on-going research projects on

separate building and more spacious laboratories and

the campus with the support of the National Science

classrooms were mandatory. In 1947,through his efforts
and government disposal of buildings of Baxter General
Hospital of Spokane, a ward building was obtained, cut

Foundation's
gram.

Secondary

The instructional

School Science

Training

Pro-

responsibilities of the Division have

not been overlooked: seven equipment

grants totaling

nearly $29,000for teaching instruments in the fields of
atomic physics, geology, analytical chemistry and physical chemistry were received. This record of progress cul-

minated in the spring of 1966with the award of $109,000
to the Science Division by the Research Corporation to

be used for a major expansion of the faculty in biology,
chemistry, mathematics

into sections, moved to the campus, and remodeled for
classroom and lab use. During Christmas vacation of

1947the biology department moved into its new quarters
in the east wings and the chemistry department followed
within a few months. During the early 1950'sthe basement
of the Science Building <as it was then called) was completed and occupied by chemistry and physics.
Late in 1962the Board of Trustees announced a capi-

and physics and including sup-

tal gifts campaign for a new science complex. On June 4,

porting funds for the researches of the new staff and
needed shop equipment and library holdings.

1965, ground was broken for the present Eric Johnston
Science Center.

SCIENCE
AT
WHITWORTH

ERIC

JOHNSTON

SCIENCE

CENTER

The new $1.1 million Eric Johnston Science Center is occupied
by the departments of biology, chemistry, geology, and
physics. Opened in the fall of 1966, the three-story Center
contains several special features including a science library
serving both teaching and research functions of the Center,
100-seat amphitheatre-type lecture facility with every
seat commanding a clear view of the demonstration table,

astronomical observation deck, botanical laboratory with
greenhouse for plant growth studies, radiocarbon dating and
radioisotope facilities for teaching and research, and a
special laboratory housing equipment for modern instrumental
analysis. The 41,000 square-foot, L-shaped structure which
is fully air-conditioned, is of prestressed concrete beam
and brick veneer construction.

Biology

The study of biology within the framework of a liberal arts sducation should provide an understanding of the histori~al,
philosophical and cultural implications of the ideas of biology
as well as exposure to the terminology and techniques of
professional biology. Whitworth's biology curriculum is, therefore, designed to permit the student to explore the broad
perspectives of biology while adequately preparing him for
careers and advanced study in biology. A series of courses
which emphasize the properties characteristic of all living systems at all levels of biological organization is common to
all student programs. By the selection of certain additional
courses programs can be designed to prepare the student for
advanced study in biology, for public school teaching,
and for entrance into technical programs such as medicine,
nursing and medical technology. All courses are designed
to be part of an intellectually meaningful sequence in which the
major ideas of biology are explored in parallel with their
practical and vocational significance.

r

FACULTY

E QUI

HOWARD STIEN. Ph.D.• UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING-a physiologist with rsearch interests in immunogenetics. formerly on the
faculty of the University of Wyoming. department chairman.

Gilson differential

NICOLIN GRAY. M.S.• UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON-a botanist

Anaerobic environmental incubator

with strong interests in both plant taxonomy and biochemistry.
research on the influence of gibberellin on plant growth with
support from the National Institute of Health.

Colorimeter

JACQUELINE FICK. M.S.• MARQUEnE UNIVERSITY-a

Polarizing photomicroscope

physiologist emphasizing bacteriology and parasitology. coordinator
of the Whitworth medical technology program.

LARRY WAHL. B.S.• SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE-a zoologist with
interests in physiology and parasitology, research in parasitological systematics.

P MEN

T (partial list)
respirometer

Physiograph
Controlled temperature incubator

pH meter
High pressure autoclave
Two binocular research microscopes
Ten stereo zoom dissecting microscopes

1

Mathematics

The program in the department of mathematics is designed to
meet the needs of students in the humanities. science,
business and economics and those who plan to teach on the
elementary or secondarv school level. The objectives which
it hopes to achieve include the following: 1) to give the student
an awareness of the role of mathematics in our society; 2)
to enhance the student's ability in abstract and logical reasoning; 3) to develop an appreciation and understanding of the
form and structure in mathematics; and 4) to provide the
computational and operational skills required in related areas
of learning.

Engineering
Engineers apply science. They apply scientific knowledge and
principles to the design and operation of machines, to
the selection of materials, and to the use of men, money and
energy. The successful practice of engineering requires
adequate training in the humanities and social sciences as well
as in science and engineering. Whitworth College participates
in the Three-Two engineering plan. Following three years of
basic study at Whitworth, the student transfers to the engineering college of his choice and graduates in two more years.
At the end of the five year combined studies, he receives a
bachelor of arts degree from Whitworth and a bachelor of
science degree in his major engineering field from the cooperating college or university.

FACULTY
ROBERT McCROSKEY, M.S., UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-a former
mechanical engineer now directing Whitworth's preengineering program, special interests in engineering mechanics
and computer technology, participant in NSF summer
institutes at Missouri, UCLA, and Wisconsin during 1963,
1964, and 1966.

FACULTY
JOHN CARLSON, M.S., UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON-a mathematician with strong orientation toward theoretical aspects,
has spent a recent sabbatical visiting colleges and universities
studying nation-wide trends in the teaching of mathematics, department chairman.
GLAOWIN BARTEL, M.A., KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGEa mathematician with strong interests in algebra and
teacher training, member of NSF academic year institute at
University of Wisconsin in 1964, member of Mathematical
Association of American and National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics.

...
-----------------------------------------------""!'

Geology

Increased interest in planet earth prompted Whitworth College
to begin an earth science program in 1960. Althoug~ the
program aims at students with different levels of interest and
aspirations, it seeks to develop in each one an observant and
appreciative attitude toward the geologic processes and structures all about him. Beginning courses in Physical and Historical
Geology provide a broad outline of geology, adequate to satisfy
the interest and needs of many general students. Additional
courses such as Field Geology, Rocks and Minerals, and
Space Age Astronomy serve well to provide additional background for elementary school teachers and students preparing
for a multitude of fields such as business, law and ministry.
Finally, programs leading to a major in geology will interest
students who make earth science their vocation.

FACULTY
EDWIN OLSON, Ph.D., COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY-a geochemist
with special emphasis on geochronology, research in carbon-14
dating with National Science Foundation support, participant
in 1965 Summer Field Conference on Volcanic Rocks, former
chemical engineer with the DuPont Company, chairman of
science division.
E QUI

P MEN

T (partial list)

Carbon-14 dating laboratory
Comparison-type spectroscope
Combustion analysis train

Power-driven sieving apparatus
8-inch reflecting telescope
Nine petrographic microscopes

Physics
Physics is concerned with the fundamental principles underlying all natural phenomena and is therefore basic to all the
natural sciences. The physics curriculum acquaints students
with the physical universe, introduces them to the concepts
and theories which are now of importance in science, and
provides opportunity for personal experimental investigations.
The program in the physics department is planned to meet
the needs not only of those students having professional aims
in science, but also of those whose main interests are in
other disciplines. The physics major program provides sound
preparation for graduate work in physics and related fields such
as engineering, astronomy, geophysics, etc., or for the
teaching of science on the secondary or elementary school
level. For the general student, physics courses are designed
to lead to a fuller awareness and understanding of our
technological culture and to serve as an important part of a
liberal education.

WILLIAM WILSON, M.S., UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON-a
specialist in the physics of water freezing with research support
from the National Science Foundation, directed one of Whitworth's summer science institutes for advanced high school
students, author and administrator of Whitworth's $109,000
grant for science improvement from the Research Corporation.

E QUI

P MEN

T (partial list)

5-meter frictionless

air track

Small Van de Graaff generator
Large electro-magnet
Research oscilloscope
Ultra-violet spectrophotometer
Flame photometer
Gas laser

FACULTY
GLEN ERICKSON, Ph.D., COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY-a specialist in
mass spectrometry as applied to the radioactive dating of
rocks, has designed and constructed ultra-high vacuum mass
spectrometers at Columbia University and the University of
British Columbia, department chairman.

Interferometer
Mass spectrometer
Single-channel gamma-ray spectrometer
Several radioactivity scalers
Geiger and scintillation
Neutron source

detectors

Chemistry

Graduates of the chemistry department have gone on to advanced studies in such diverse fields as biochemistry, food
technology, inorganic chemistry, oceanography, geochemistry,
and medicine, in the nation's finest graduate schools,
Other students have found challenges in industrial laboratories
and in high school teaching, both in the United States and
abroad. Chemistry also serves students majoring in other areas
such as biology, education, home economics, and nursing, as
well as those who elect a cultural overview of science as a
part of a liberal education. Modern electronic equipment representative of that in current demand by today's scientists
is a feature of the department and is available to the
interested student.

FACULTY

E QUI

ROBERT BOCKSCH, Ph.D., UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-organic
chemist specializing in the chemistry of natural products,
currently engaged in research related to complex hydrocarbons
with physiological activity, department chairman.

DB ultra-violet spectrophotometer

HUGH JOHNSTON, Ph.D., INDIANA UNIVERSITY-organic

Gas chromatograph

chemist
with several research projects in the synthesis of organic
compounds, past director of two NSF-sponsored summer
science institutes, Whitworth representative for the Washington
Science Talent Search.

ROBERT WINNIFORO, Ph.D., UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE-a
physical chemist engaged in research on the properties of
asphalt components, formerly on the research staff of Standard
Oil of California, summer institute participant at Oregon
State and Tufts College during 1965 and 1966.

P MEN

T (partial list)

IR-5 infrared spectrophotometer
Four Mettler balances
Fluorometer
Automatic chromatography

fraction collector

Glass lathe
Warburg apparatus
Refractometer
Floor model centrifuge
Three millivolt-range
Electrophoresis
Polarograph

recorders

apparatus

_Home Economics

A variety of professions are open to a student of home economics. In the world of commerce, she may work as ~ home
economist for a newspaper or as a representative for a food
or home equipment company. In the field of education, she may
teach home economics in a junior or senior high school.
In government service, she may serve as a county extension
agent or as a social worker. After graduation from Whitworth
College, a student may work toward a vocational certificate
at a state college or university offering this program.

FACULTY
ISLA RHODES, M.A., WHITWORTH COllEGE-department
chairman, has strong interests in nutrition and home management,
president of Spokane County Home Economics Association,
state chairman of college home economics clubs.
DOROTHYGOSS, M.Ed., WHITWORTH COllEGE-special
interest
in clothing and textiles, member of Spokane Home Economics
Association, Western Regional Association of College Textiles and Clothing Teachers.

WHITWORTH
Whitworth is a coeducational college of the liberal arts and
sciences affiliated with the United Presbyterian Synod
ot Washington-Alaska and is located on a spacious 200-acre
pine-covered campus north of Spokane, Washington. With
an enrollment of over 1200 students representing 35 states
and 12 countries, the college has three academic
divisions with majors offered in twenty-two study areas.

For additional information:
DIRECTOR
WHITWORTH
SPOKANE,

OF ADMISSIONS
COLLEGE
WASH.
99218

Whitworth seeks to develop a campus community that vigorously
explores the rich resources nf the liberal arts tradition and
the life implications of the Christian faith. Contributions of
alumni to graduate study, to the professions and to constructive citizenship attest the success of the college through
its more than three-quarter century history.

r

I

----------------

SYnyJos(um quests

Dr. George D. Abell, presently associate professor of astronomy at UCLA,
is active in education
on Education

in astronomy

in Astronomy

(current

of the American

chairman

of the Committee

Astronomical

Society),

is a

member of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, the International Astronomical Union, the AAAS and Sigma Xi. The past year he has been on
sabbatical leave at the Max Planck Institute for Physics and Astrophysics,
Munich, Germany. A consultant for Douglas Aircraft and Jet Propulsion
Laboratories,

he is also the academic

gram, a summer

program

director of the Summer Science

in astronomy,

mathematics,

and physics,

Profor

gifted high school seniors chosen from across the nation and held at the
Thacher School, Ojai, California. The noted astronomer is guest investigator at the Mount Wilson and Palomar Observatories. He is the author of
numerous

technical

papers,

popular

articles,

and a new astronomy

text-

book. Abell holds bachelor, master and doctor of philosophy degrees from
the California Institute of Technology. Dr. Abell's address, "The Bizarre
New Astronomy," will relate his feeling that recent developments in space
science have had an important

impact on astronomy,

especially

in the in-

vestigation of the solar system.

R. Wiley is now the senior research scientist in cell biology at
Battelle-Northwest Laboratories, Richland, Washington. He is currently
the head of a one-year basic research study on "The Mechanism of Amino
Acid Transport in Neurospora crassa," made possible by a $35,000grant
by the Battelle Memorial Institute. Most recently he has been concerned
Dr. William

with

research

on the

regulation

of biosynthetic

processes

in micro-

organisms. From 1961to 1964 he was a research assistant at Washington
State University where he conducted studies on the mechanism of alkaline pH resistance

in micro-organisms.

He was graduated

with a bachelor's

degree in chemistry in 1954from Tougaloo College and serving as a teaching assistant
microbiology.

earned his master's
He continued

degree from the University

his work under an assistantship

of Illinois

in

in teaching

at Washington State University where he earned his Ph.D in microbiology
in 1964.Since that time he has served on the staff of Battelle-Northwest.
He has published 5 journal articles and a total of 8 papers and is
currently a member of the American Society for Microbiology, the Society
of the Sigma Phi and Phi Sigma. His address "Control of Cell Structure
and Function"

will explore the complex circuits

of regulation

that play an

important role in the coordination of cellular activity and some of the present concepts of enzyme modulation in living cells.

Dr. Calvin p... VanderWerf. a member of the University of Kansas chemistry
faculty from 1941to 1963,where he was professor of chemistry and chairman of the Department of Chemistry, will present the evening lecture of
the Frontiers In Science Symposium with his address "Is Science Here To
Stay?" Currently president of Hope College, he received his bachelor's
degree from the Holland, Michigan, school and his doctor of philosophy
degree from Ohio State University. With his students, Dr. VanderWerf has
contributed more than 100 papers to chemical literature. He is co-author
of two textbooks of general chemistry, one laboratory manual and one
monograph in organic chemistry. Dr. VanderWerf's current research inter·

ests lie in the fields of the nitrogen compounds of petroleum. the organophosphorus compounds, the tranquilizing drugs and the mechanisms
of organic reactions. He is at present the holder of research grants from
the American Petroleum Institute and the Petroleum Research Fund. In
1962he was awarded an unrestricted grant of $50,000by the Petroleum Re·
search Fund for creative and imaginative research. He has served as sec-

retary and chairman of the Division of the American Chemical Society, and
as a member of the editorial board of the Journal of Chemical Education.
A member of the New York Academy of Sciences he holds honorary degrees
from Sf. Benedict's College, Rose Polytechnic Institute and Hope College.

Dr. Ralph T. Overman, currently a consulting physicist at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, has trained nearly 6000 scientists, engineers, physicians and
teachers during the last 18 years as chairman of the Special Training
Division of the world-famous Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies. He
has made significant contributions to the development of the nuclear
reactor as a research tool and is uniquely qualified to assist in the solution
of problems arising in academic, medical, industrial, and government
laboratories.
Dr. Overman received his doctorate in physical chemistry and physics and
holds an honorary doctor of science degree from Philadelphia College of
Pharmacy and Science. A member of many societies and advisory boards
devoted to nuclear research he is a Fellow of the American Nuclear Society, a member of the American Chemical Society, a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and a member of the
Research Society of America.
He has written more than twenty professional publications including two
books, Radioisotope Techniques and Basic Concepts in Nuclear Chemistry.
He is listed in American Men of Science, Chemical Who's Who, Leaders in
American Science and many other scientific honoraries.

His dedication address "Half-Gods and Whole Men" will emphasize the
compatibility of the Christian faith with the scientific outlook and the necessity of an integrated view of total reality.
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101
Storage Room
103-105Faculty Office-Research Suite (Physics)
106
General Physics Laboratory
107-109Faculty Office-Research Suite (Physics)
108-110Physics Storage Rooms
112
Photography Dark Room
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Carbon-Ic Dating Laboratory
121
General Geology Laboratory
122
Janitor's Closet
123
Faculty Office (Geology)
124
Rocks and Minerals Laboratory
125
Geology Storage Room
127
Classroom (58chairs)
129
Radioactivity Counting Laboratory
130
Storage Room
131
Radiochemical Preparation Laboratory
132
Physics Machine Shop
133
Storage Room
134
Student Machine Shop
136
Geochemistry-Geophysics Research Laboratory
137-139Rooms for Preparing Lecture Demonstrations
140
Mechanical Services for Entire Building
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FLOOR-CHEMISTRY

Faculty Office-Research Suite
Physical Chemistry Laboratorv
Weighing Room
Faculty Office-Research Suite
Instrumental Laboratory
Faculty Office-Research Suite
Chemical Storage Room
Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
Equipment Storage Room
Storage for Acids
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Storage for Solvents
Organic Chemistry Laboratory
Janitor's Closet
Weighing Room
Seminar Room (12 chairs)
Solution Preparation Room
Faculty Office-Research Suite
General Chemistry Laboratory
Spectrochemical Dark Room
Secretary's Office
Science Library
Classroom-Auditorium (98 chairs)
Coffee Room
Projection Room
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" ... the Whitworth prepared teacher regards himself not as an expounder of truth nor as a purveyor of
information, but as an individual seeking Truth and
assisting others who likewise search for life's meanings.
Although he recognizes that 'science represents the conscience of education,' yet he as a teacher is primarily an
artist diagnosing and projecting the hopes, aspirations,
and goodness of mankind."
So wrote the late Dr. John A. LaCoste in the fall of
1964 in describing the Whitworth teacher education
program which he so ably directed. Today his words
seem autobiographical. Dr. LaCoste died of a heart attack last September 4 while mountain hiking in Canada
with this wife, Roberta, and son, David, '65.
"Dr. LaCoste was a tireless worker, a competent
professional, a distinguished colleague, a very human
human and a warm personal friend. His passing leaves an
enormous void at Whitworth," commented President
Koehler. "His was not a noisy, but a deep faith in God."
It was a small rural school in Linn County, Iowa,
where Dr. LaCoste began his quarter century educational career in 1941. The following year he became
a junior high school science teacher in a Japanese Relocation Center in Colorado. From 1943-45 LaCoste was
a navigation instructor in the U.S. Army Air Force. Dr.
LaCoste began teaching history in Newport, Washington, in ]945. Two years later he became high school
principal and superintendent of schools in nearby Republic.
In 1951 LaCoste entered the University of Washington to begin studies for the doctor of education degree
which he received in 1953. The same year he became a

faculty member at Central Washington State College in
the education and psychology departments.
Dr. LaCoste came to Whitworth College in 1954 to
become director of graduate studies and the evening
school and later was named chairman of the education
department - the latter two posts he held at the time
of his death. Evening school enrollment grew from 232
to 713 students under his 10-year guidance while Whitworth trained teachers have never been so readily and
widely sought-after. Dr. LaCoste never ceased his conversations with school superintendents and personnel
officers until the last qualified Whitworth teacher candidate had signed a contract.
Coe College (Iowa) awarded LaCoste his bachelor's
degree. He received his master of arts from the University of Iowa and his doctorate from the University of
Washington. He was widely known and respected by
scores of American educators and held numerous offices
in local, state and national education bodies. He was an
elder in the United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
President Koehler appointed Dr. Alvin B. QuaIl, director of graduate studies and professor of education
and psychology, as acting head of the education department. Other department faculty have accepted additional teaching load to fill the gap until a permanent
successor to LaCoste is named.
In m~mory of Dr. John A. LaCoste, the Whitworth
Board of Trustees has established the LaCoste Memorial
Library Collection to include education curricular materials and aids, classroom textbooks, and other teacher
preparation tools. There is a $5000 matching grant
available to aid the Collection.
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